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# LS R SC :“A statement that a candidate in an election is “JH37” (independent) may mean
different things depending on the context. It may mean, amongst others, that the candidate: (1) is
not affiliated with any political party; or (2) is not running on a political party’s ticket in the election;
or (3) is not supported by any political party in the election; or (4) is not affiliated with any body or
organisation, or political body or organisation, irrespective of whether it is strictly a political party
or purports to be one; or (5) is not affiliated with any ‘prescribed body’ (1] H{[4]{4) as that term is
defined in s 2(1) of the Particulars Relating to Candidates on Ballot Papers (Legislative Council and
District Councils) Regulation, Cap 541M, ie a ‘prescribed political body’ (11 BIEUA 4 H]4) or a
‘prescribed non-political body’ (1] FHAEBUE 1 [H114).” Cheng Keung Fung v. Hung Chun Hin and
Another (HCAL 3665/2019) [paragraph 29].
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® JL W J5 3 :“I should mention that the expression ‘political party’ does not have a generally
defined legal meaning. (1) There is no definition of that expression in the Interpretation and General
Clauses Ordinance, Cap 1. (2) The expression ‘political party (%)’ is given a circular definition in
s 31 of the Chief Executive Election Ordinance, Cap 569, to mean (a) a political body or
organisation (whether operating in Hong Kong or elsewhere) which purports to be a political party;
or (b) a body or organisation the principal function or main object of which is to promote or prepare
a candidate for election as a member of the Legislative Council or any District Council. (3) The
expression ‘political body” (EiA P H#114) is defined in both the Societies Ordinance, Cap 151, and
the Electoral Affairs Commission Ordinance, Cap 541, to mean (i) a political party or an
organisation that purports to be a political party, or (ii) an organisation whose principal function or
main object is to promote or prepare a candidate for an election. (4) The expression ‘prescribed
political body’ (VI BHEJAPEH1A) is defined in the Particulars Relating to Candidates on Ballot
Papers (Legislative Council and District Councils) Regulation, Cap 541M, to mean a body or
organisation operating in Hong Kong (a) that is a political party; (b) that purports to be a political
party; or (c) the principal function or main object of which is to promote or prepare a candidate for
election as a member. The above definitions are, however, for the purposes of those specific
Ordinances only.” Cheng Keung Fung v. Hung Chun Hin and Another (HCAL 3665/2019)
[paragraph 30].
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