CHAPTER 5

BEFORE THE POLLING DAY
Section 1 : 
Appointment of Returning Officers and Nominations Advisory 


Committee

5.1

The following appointments of Returning Officers (“ROs”) for the four subsectors were made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary on 
11 December 2001 – 

	Subsector
	RO

	Architectural, Surveying and Planning


	Mr Parrish NG

Principal Assistant Secretary (Buildings)

Planning and Lands Bureau

	Finance
	Ms Salina YAN

Principal Assistant Secretary (Securities)

Financial Services Bureau

	Heung Yee Kuk
	Miss Monica CHEN

Assistant Director of Home Affairs (1)

Home Affairs Department

	Legal
	Mr Bassanio SO

Principal Assistant Secretary

(Constitutional Affairs)5
Constitutional Affairs Bureau


5.2

Mr Bassanio SO was also appointed as the Chief RO to supervise the operation of the counting station.

5.3

Mr Lawrence LOK Ying-kam, SC, was appointed as the Nominations Advisory Committee (“NAC”) for providing legal advice to the ROs during the period from 14 to 22 December 2001.  His appointment was published in the Gazette Extraordinary on 11 December 2001. 

5.4

Mr Lok did not receive any request for legal advice from the ROs during the period when he served as the NAC.

Section 2 : Nominations

5.5

The nomination period started on 14 December 2001 and ended on
20 December 2001.  By the close of nominations, the ROs received the following nominations –

	Name of Subsector
	Name of Candidate

	Architectural, Surveying and Planning
	HO Sing-tin, Beauchamp Edward

	Finance
	1. SHAO You-bao

2. YUEN Wai-keung

	Heung Yee Kuk
	1. TANG Kam-leung

2. LAM Wai-keung

	Legal
	1. TONG Ka-wah (Ronny)

2. CHOW Wing-kin, Anthony


All nominations were found valid.

5.6

Mr HO Sing-tin, being the only candidate nominated for the Architectural, Surveying & Planning subsector, was elected uncontested.    As regards the other three subsectors, a poll was necessary. 

Section 3 : Briefings for ROs, Candidates, Polling and Counting Staff

5.7

To enable all parties concerned to be familiarised with the rules and operation of the by-elections, a series of briefings was held.

5.8

A briefing for the ROs, hosted by the EAC Chairman, was held on   30 November 2001 at Committee Rooms I and II of the Queen Elizabeth Stadium.  The Chairman hosted another briefing for the candidates on 22 December 2001 at Meeting Room 401 of the HKCEC.  He was accompanied by representatives from the REO, Department of Justice (“D of J”), Independent Commission Against Corruption (“ICAC”) and Hongkong Post.  The briefing for the candidates was widely covered by the media.

5.9

A briefing and a hands-on session for the polling and counting staff were conducted on 21 December 2001 and 3 January 2002 respectively at the Committee Rooms of the Queen Elizabeth Stadium.  In view of the relatively

smaller scale of the by-elections, REO staff and some officers in other departments who had experience in polling duties in the 2000 EC Elections were deployed to take up the polling and counting duties, making it unnecessary to conduct a service-wide recruitment exercise.  

Section 4 : Polling and Counting Arrangements  

5.10
Four venues were designated as polling stations.  They were: (a) Meeting Rooms 606-607 of the HKCEC; (b) Function Room 2 on Level 4 of the Administration Building of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre; (c) Activity Room No. 2 on 1/F of the Yuen Wo Road Indoor Recreation Centre; and (d) the Exhibition Gallery of the Kwai Tsing Theatre.  All were easily accessible to the physically handicapped.

5.11

Virtual polling was adopted, ie, any voter could cast his vote in any one of these four polling stations, which were linked up by a computer network.  This arrangement proved to be most convenient to the voters of all the subsectors concerned.  Contingency arrangements had been made as a back-up measure in case the computer system broke down.  A trial run to test the effectiveness of these contingency arrangements was conducted on 

9 December 2001.

5.12
There was only one counting station set up in the Convention Hall of the HKCEC.  In the counting station, there were a counting zone where the counting of votes was conducted, a press area where members of the media assembled to cover the event and a public stand where the candidates, their

agents and members of the public stayed to observe the counting process.  As in previous elections, candidates and their election/counting agents were allowed to stand around the counting table to observe the count from a close distance.
